AUTHOR'S PREFACE
in preparing this study of the development of Iraq from being
a remote and neglected portion of the Ottoman Empire in 1914
to her present position as a political unit possessing all the
machinery of a modern state and standing on the aerial high-
way to the farther East, the author has had good reason to be
grateful to a large number of persons who have permitted him
to draw extensively on their time, knowledge and patience. He
cannot hope to thank each by name. The complete list alone
of those intimately connected with the creation of modern 'Iraq,
both Iraqi and British, to whom the author is indebted would
form a 'Who's Who of "Iraq3. He must, however, acknowledge
with particular gratitude the interest graciously shown by H.M.
King Ghazl I, who has given the author every possible encour-
agement; the valuable assistance of the former High Commis-
sioners for 'Iraq, Sir Percy Cox, k.g.m.g., g.c.i.e., k.c.s.i., and
Sir Francis Humphrys, g.c.v.o., k.g.m.g., k.b.e., c.i.e., more
recently H.B.M. Ambassador to Iraq, and the kindness of Sir
Stephen Gaselee, k.g.m.g., Librarian of the Foreign Office, in
facilitating the inspection of official papers.
For assistance in the collection and preparation of material,
the author owes no less a debt of gratitude to Sir Arnold Wilson,
m.p., k.c.i.e., g.s.i., g.m.g., D.s.o., and to G. A. D. Ogilvie-
Forbes, Esq., c.m.g.; Counsellor, C. H. Bateman, Esq., m.c.,
First Secretary, and Captain Vyvyan Holt, m.v.o., Oriental
Secretary of H.B.M. Embassy, Baghdad and to the following
persons, now or at one time officials of the Iraq Government:
Sir Kinahan Cornwallis, k.c.m.g., c.b.e., d.s.o., formerly Ad-
viser to the Ministry of the Interior; Sir Edgar Bonham-Carter,
k.g.m.g., formerly Judicial Secretary and the first Adviser to the
Ministry of Justice; E. M. Drower, Esq., c.bje., Adviser to the
Ministry of Justice; John Parlby, Esq., o.b.e,, Comptroller and
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